
 

The Brothers Quibble 

Aaron Blabey 
 

We've seen the success of Pearl Barley and Charlie Parsley, The Ghost of Miss 

Annabel Spoon and Pig the Pug. Now, in true form, Aaron Blabey brings us another 

humorous story that at times makes us cringe; it's The Brothers Quibble. 
 

''Spalding Quibble ruled the roost. 

He shared it with no other. 

But then his parents introduced... 

...a brand new baby brother.'' 
 

Oh, this is the part when Spalding's world falls apart. With a hint of delirium and eyes 

as big as saucers, the oldest boy feels something called 'utter and complete jealousy' 

creep up from somewhere deep inside. And a WAR has erupted in the Quibble 

household! 
 

Spalding goes on to cause absolute havoc, only to be sentenced to Time Out in his 

room. And as baby Bunny starts to grow up, he is forced to learn valuable lessons in 

defending himself against his monster of a brother. But behind every taunt, quabble, 

whack and scuffle, Bunny still has nothing but love to give. Eventually, Spalding's 

frozen heart is melted and the brothers begin to actually like each other. Even if it's not 

always sunny! 
 

I love how the drama in the illustrations is so cleverly depicted with accentuated, 

crazed facial expressions and moody dark backgrounds. But then there's also a nice 

softness in the colour palette during those 'loving' moments. With a flowing rhyme in 

the text, and an equally flowing sequence of events in the pictures, the story is an easy 

read many times over.  
 

The Brothers Quibble, a story of relationships, acceptance and jealousy, contains just 

the perfect amount of humour, touching moments and wickedness to capture all 

readers from age four, and particularly for those who understand the complexity that is 

sibling rivalry.  
 

The Brothers Quibble will be read by an estimated 500,000 children around Australia in 

the 2015 National Simultaneous Storytime. 
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